DUBUQUE COUNTY LIBRARY 

COURT HOUSE 
DUBUQUE, IOWA 




February 8 th,19 51• 


Miss Elizabeth Hage, 
C oun ty Librarian, 
Scott County Library, 
Eldriage,Iowa. 


Dear Miss K,-ge: 

T’rpnk you for all the material you have sent about your 

t im at ^resent I bg' : e a few more questions again. 

r ,rp*p a f* t,ViP eheirman c&nnot corner .. , + 

Under no 5 in the me.nr.ul «Bounty Libraries for Iowa" it 
U V _ 4. y „ t t v, p hoard selects books etc. don t you maKe the 

SfejAris &sr 

end the Secretary t do you have * ^ 

\l |be D abovl correct? Auditor writes the warrants and librarian 
ilj£ for same and send*them out. The Librarian keeps the book... 

Mss Buskirkl suggested a meetin^of county librarians ln^Les^n 

Koines sometime. I hope that It December and still ride 

2l fvS "feXs"eLoSMeVt with the ILA meeting in 
October. 

t lev fhflt we could see your set up and talk things over per- 
sonaSy i? mllht be Possible later/ Our new board of trustees 
is in the making and maybe appointed enj .c.j. 

Thank you for your time sn^ helr>. 

Very truly yours, 


Catherine M. Seitz,County Librarian, 















Eldrid'e, lovra 
February 12, 1 951 


Mlsg Catherine M. Seitz, Librarian 
Dubuque County Library 
Court House 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Dear Catherine: 


I reply to your letter of February 8, IJll just go r 
questions. Vfe have nine people on our board, 6 men aid 
is tip to the board of supervisors in making t he anrolp l 


claims slarlar to the en 
and list the bills - on 
to the claim, I make ov| 
to theip, so that I have 
to the auditor’«? office 
is for the audito r 1 sH » ff 1 e 


to you to be 
board shall 
meetings of 
of the othe 
attached to 
to htfve a che< 
the stubs in our 




t down the line on the 
3 women - that, of course, 
ents. If you have anyt ing 
as few as possible - the 
with a smaller board, 
'irst Monday of the 


y 

to say about the* number of members on the b oon 1 , mnko . 
law allows for 5, 7, or 9. It’s much easier to get a qt 
Our hoard meets once a month - the flrst^krasaday after 

mo*-th. If there Is important business/thfT^smjes ur making'mother meeting r.eces- 
HKsrry, ; special meeting may be cal7e£. T *11 Vend you a co y of our by-laws which 
I think will be a help to you. They/Vere 'krawji up by the lilr ry board before I 
arrived, and, I think are > Vfry J 190 & set ofhby-laws. Yes, at their first meeting, 
the board menV - s drew lots for the s^eaiC/t-yenr , and 6-yoar terms - three each. 
They elected a - resident, vl ce-pr eslde\t,/nn secretary. A’l our bill 9 are paid 
by tiie county auditor aftkn\\- the library board. I get pads of 


e aiPiykor’3 office - they are f'ven to us - 
compary, and attach copies of all invoices 
dv. lioate, md attach duplicate invoices 
thi -■ in my files, too. The originals go 
They mail out the checks from there, ^hat 
-whether they want to mail them or give them 


Then, since the state library law states thrt the library 
rolof library fund?, our bills do not go through the 
peri , vfe%*s. We hr.v? had printed, at our expense, books 
know what the legal term for it would be) which I’ve 
make out o e of these for each company to whom we wish 
d attach it along with the invoices to the claim. be have 


I do all the book selection. I suppose if the library board cared to become officious 
they could have a finger in the buying? however, I would r.ot then be the librarian, 
T^ooked into such matters before taking the position. Of course, they may criticise 
and suggest. I welcome that sort of thing if it doesn’t get out of hand. After all, 
c board Iras a librarian to administer the library for t em, and buying books and 
supplies is one of the duties of administration. In the purca.se of equipment, we 
have a board committee with whom I confer and to whom I make reconmendatlone. They 
in turn are authorized by the board to go along with my recommendations or to reject 
them, as they see fit. That’s .on items such as desks, typewriters,'tables, etc. 

Library sir plies I buy wit out consulting anyenn. It has been ray policy in the past, 
ad I have found it to be true of ot^er librarians, that any single item amounting 
to more than $100. 00 which has to be bought, the board or the committee of the 
board - ould be consulted. The county treasurer, of course, keeps books on the 
library account. I, of course, keep my own set of boks, so I know where we stand 
at all times, too. The income figures I have to get from the t. masurer periodically. 

I believe that answers the questions asked. Please feel free to write asking questions 
t any ti ie. It may trice me a while to answer; but I’ll gfet at it as soon as possible. 





SEITZ - 2 


I at ended the mid-winter meeting of ALA InChicago a week ago, and got a lot out 
of it. One thing accomplished was the placement of an order for a new boo’-mobil 
I was afraid?* that perhaps present conditions might make it impossible for us to , 
‘a new one; "but that is not the case, thr Iness. 

I was very sorr to h ar that you'd broken your ankle. Your work is difficult 
enough wit out having broken bones to contend with, too. I hope that it ia 
lendin satisfactorily. In regard to a meeting in Des Moines; I shall try to pu 
t off rs long as possible, too. I feel that I*d like to go out to V/oodbury 
Gou ty to -ee t .eir bookmobile. Mr. Wier suggested that it would be r. good idea 
for me to see t at one, because he thinks it’s one ofrthe best they've built for 


then to talk over Miss 
apparently does have from 


the type of service to he given; so I'll have a chanc 3 
shirk's problems with her, if she has any; which sh^ 
the sound of her letter. 

And now we co* e to a very serious “threat to our good ] i rary law. Have y 

herrd anyt iin.; about itT It's mite possible tint It maXhev^r get out of commi 
In that cn.ce you need do nothing about/f^; bu\ if it does get o'fit cf committee a 
before the Senate and the House, thw/ys'll have to be re- dy to Jump in with 
we have and fight the thing tooth ^t&knai 1, ?//3'll give you tie -.ack .ground on 

It seems that the town of Correctic^llle/^' ood'ijury County does not dsh to be 
part of the county library set-up. Th^aave tried to get out. of the orgar.izati 
but the present law prcviae«" ?io"W in Van it an be accomplished, go. the peo 
of Correct'onvilie, it ••gbnh to their Woodbury County represents 
in boti- houses of the legislature an^\ ■ introduce a Mil which I now qiot 

", . .Whenever ny cltyl \town, or diijfrict, be'nr a rt of the County Li r ry D 
trict, shall decide to withdraw fro/Al-e County Libre ry Di -trict, it - do so b 
•vivirr notice the Boari of Llbr: ry Trustees of said count 

library and tifo-'tfoEExy audif&r— TfU >r to July 10, by the governing body of said c 
town, or divr^lct of its withdrawal from the county librei;' district, and therea 
said city, kp.r , or district, s all cease to be r. part of or included in said co 
library district." Isn't(that 30 net ing? The House File number on it is HP 143 
it is now hepnre tfcu J ise* At the moment, I think we 

the thing undqK ^ortg gy' I t: " ed wit oi r Scott County man, “red Schveng^^j on 
Saturday (you «bgc»re»em)er that he introduced the bounty library law and worked 
. ~rd to have it passed). He's on the Schools committee of the House, and will a 
as a watch-dog for us. However, if it gets out of control, I'll pas the word on 
ou and you be r^ady to muster oil sorts of protest in the form of great numbers 
letters from Du.buq.ue County people to your own legislators. Th t Is not necessa 
at this time, however. 


That takes care of things up to the moment, I believe, 
feel free to all on me at any time. 


Good luck, and I repeat, 


Sincerely, 


Elizabeth B. Hage, Librrlan 
SCOTT COUNTY LIBRAEY 
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